HAMPTONS

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

MONTAUK

WHITHER MONTAUK

PRESERVING A WAY OF LIFE AT “THE END” BY LAURA EULER

ontauk has changed rapidly in the past
few years. While the Montauk from my
childhood in the 1970s didn't look much
different than it does now--I remember buying candy
in White’s with my allowance, chasing my brothers
and sisters around the tiny TGA, swimming at Ditch
Plains—the atmosphere is much changed, even from

the early 20005,

Resident Nancy Atlas says, “Twenty years ago it was
truly a family destination with people coming out for
the whole week or even month to bask by the sea, get
sunburned and fish. Now it seems to be have a much

vounger draw to it. It’s a ditferent tone across the board.”

Reesidents as well as those who love and cherish Montauk
are worried about the rate of change. Town institutions
such as Duryea’s, the Shagwong, and Trail’s End
have changed hands; the enormous property portfolio
of the Gosman family has recently been put on the

market, and old motels are disappearing.
The tourists are vounger and richer, rather than the

families Montauk used to cater for. Now most hotels

and restaurants are aimed at the bottle-service crowd.
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New money, new investors keep buying up the old
motels and restaurants, redoing them and charging
more. The 1950s Polynesian-themed Ronjo s
now the Montauk Beach House, with poolside
DJs and costs up to $750 a night. The midcentury
Panoramic View motel is now the Residences
at Gurney’s, where vour residence will run up to
$12M. And Bob and Dee’s Lakeside Inn 15 now

the ultra-hip, ultra-pricey Surf Lodge.

Real estate values have soared. A property that
would sell for $100,000 in the 1970s and just
$350,000 as late as 1999 would cost close to $3
million today. Theresa Eurell, sales manager with
Town & Country and a Montauk resident, says,
“Prices have skyrocketed! The town is very trendy
now. Ten years ago Montauk was a small fanuly
getaway—now it's young professionals looking for

a weekend party!”

While that’s good news for long tme owners, it’s bad
news for middle-class families who can’t afford to buy.
PJ Delia, who grew up in Montauk, says, “T've scen
it go from there being a shortage of housing because

there simply weren't that many houses or buildings,
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to ten times as many houses and buildings with sull
nowhere for locals to live. It seems much more difficult

now because the money is crazy.

“A village with no year-round working families can
become an empty shell that is only filled in season.
Year-round families who don’t own their property
already can’t afford to buy or rent here in Montauk,
New muddle class families can’t move to Montauk
for the same reason. That 1s death for any village.
That is a problem.”

Nancy Atlas says, “The only solution I see 15 the town
coming in to make some sort of affordable housing
option. So many families arc leaving because they can't
find a place to rent. People want to get the big summer
rental money and who can blame them? I am seeing
a big drop off in the attendance numbers at the grade
school out here and it’s heartbreaking. My ten-year-
old son had forty in his class, my four-year-old has

about 22, and my two-year-old has about seven that [

even know about. It is a very real problem.”

And the squeeze s hitting summer workers as well

as fullume residents. Some motels that previously



housed low-income workers are now bemng
converted either into summer rentals or employer-
owned worker housing. Most recently, Marc Rowan,
the new owner of Duryea’s and Arbor restaurant
purchased the Neptune Motel to house summer
workers. The owners of Gurney’s Inn bought Tiny
Underwood’s and the Lido Motel to house
summer workers. Between 500-600 staff housing
units may have been removed from the low-priced
market 1in Montauk. The rentals at Rick’s Crabby
Cowboy, formerly with year-round tenants, are

now summer-only at higher prices.

Ideas differ about how to house summer workers: one
is to build dormitories. Another is to improve public
transportation, so that workers can be housed farther

away from Montauk.

The East Hampton rental registry, implemented this
vear, is intended to deal with the problem of illegal,
crowded summer rentals. PJ says, “So many people
were renting in a way that respected the neighbors and
the water table for so long. Then some greedy people
started cramming tons of people in homes illegally,
basically running dangerous, polluting de facto motels.
Blame the illegal motel owners for that registry. If not

tor them, it wouldn't have come to this.”

Something that's umque about Montauk 1s the amount
of parkland. More than 70 percent of the town is
preserved as parks, which of course limits the amount
of buildable land. Another interesting thing about
Montauk real estate 15 the number of micro-markets.
There are homes asking $55M down to Montauk
Manor condo units for §16YK. and cverything in
between, There are home by the ocean, by the bay,
by the lake, by the pond; by the golf course, there
are tuny vintage Leisuramas to massive McMansions,

sometimes on the same block.

But one thing has not changed about Montauk and
never will: the love 1t inspires among so many. PJ Delia
sums it up when she says, “T hope that everyone starts
working together to cherish the things that make
Montauk, Montauk. Help preserve the rest of the
beaches, mellow musical sunsets, surfing areas, fishing,
shark tagging, and beauty that brought people here
to begin with. Keep those wondertful things and the
others who love Montauk will come to join those

who never left”  #
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“| hope that everyone starts working together to cherish the
things that make Montauk, Montauk...Keep those wonderful
things and the others who love Montauk will come to join those
who never left. ”

- PJ Delia
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